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, E.O. 12356; DECL: OADR 

I SUBJECT:**^LETTER from prime MINISTER GANDHI FOR PRESIDENT 
REAGAN 

1 . SECRET ENTIRE TEXT. 

Z. THE PRIME MINISTER CALLED ME TO HIS ^ 

n'riOCK LOCAL TIWE TO HAND ME A LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
i?HE SSL^DeSt. HE ASKED ME TO CONVEY IT WITHOUT DELAY 
SINCE IT DEALS IN PART WITH THE PROBLEMS WHICH MISHT BE 
•«e5?e5 IN InEo-U.S. relations if THE SENATE AMENDMENT 
i TO THE CONTINUING RESOLUTION WERE TO BE ADOPTED. 
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BEGIN TEXT: 



DEAR MR. PRESIDENT; 

I THANK YOU FOR THE WARM SENTIMENTS EXPRESSED IN YOUR 
LETTER OF NOVEMBER 2. I GREATLY ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY 
orJilmNG YOU aLiN. it NAS A BRIEF BUT PRODUCTIVE 
VISIT. 

MY DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU/ HR. PRESIDENT/ ^OUR _ _ 

COLLEAGUES HELPED BOTH SIDES TO HAVE A BETTER APPRECIA¬ 
TION OF EACH OTHER'S PERCEPTIONS AND CONCERNS. SINCE 
THEN THERE HAVE BEEN CONTINUING EXCHANGES ON BILATERAL 
ItiriI?ESSATI05AL ISSUES. NE VALUE THIS INTERACTION. 

: OUR DISCUSSIONS ON AFGHANISTAN REVEALED SEVERAL SHARED 
i OBJECTIVES. AFGHANISTAN IS OUR CLOSE NEIGHBOUR, 
i INDIA HAS A VITAL INTEREST IN FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN 

I THAT COUNTRY. 

! FOLLOWING OUR TALKS IN WASHINGTON/ WE UNDERTOOK EXTEN- 

* SIVE INTERNAL EXERCISES TO EVALUATE SCENARIOS AND OPTIONS 

• IN ^GHANISTAn! WE ALSO HAD INFORMAL EXCHANGES WITH 

GROUPS CONCERNED WITH THE SITUATIONS INCLUDING 
I THE AFGHAN LEADERS IN THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT. 

' JePT OURSELVES INFORMED OF THE TREND OF DISCUSSIONS 
’ between MR. VORONTSOV AND MR. ARMACOST IN GENEVA. 

^ THE^VISIT of premier RYZHKOV GAVE US THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO HAVE SERIOUS AND EXTENDED DISCUSSIONS ON WHAT CAN 

BE DONE TO RESOLVE THE KEY ISSUES. J WJS ^J^JoM^lS' KEEN 
TO LEARN FROM MR. RYZHKOV THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS KEEN 

TO FIND^A WAY TO ENABLE AN EARLY WITHDRAWAL OF THEIR 

I TROOPS FOUALLY alMPORTANTz—THE-iSOVI ET UNION_SHARED. 

Vaa«REAL>l-STHCALLY BALANCED aIp 
nccnnccirMT&TTV/F mAI ITION GOV ERNMENT IN AFGHANISTAN 
UAIt l h rnNTft TBtJT^ t6 STABILITY IN THE REGION ^ 

SCOPE FOR OPTIMISM ON POSITIVE FORWARD MOVEMENT IN 
REGARD TO THIS LONG STANDING PROBLEM. 
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THE SOVIET UNION IN THAT’^BOTHIDESIRE AN INDEPENDENT ^ 
N ' OM ALl ' G f Ifg ' and STA&Lg GflVEltNHEriiTi&INgAFGHANlSTAN , 
both WISW to avoid a SifUAtlON WHICH WOUISD: UEAD TO LARGE- 
-scale BLOODSHED AND CIVIL STRIFE. THESE ARE ALSO OUR 
GOALS. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF CONTACTING VARIOUS 
AFGHAN GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS# WITHIN^ND OUTSIDE THAT 
COUNTRY. WE HOPE THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE^TO^WORK FAR 
THE FORMATION OF jAIBROADBA'SED COALITIONMGOV ERNHENiT IN 

AFGHANISTAN WHICH'REFLECTS THE REA1KTIES*^0N^THE GROUND. 


Ue Have to look for an arrangement in which the liberal# 

MODERATE AND DEMOCRATIC FORCES ARE IN AN INFLUENTIAL 
POSITION. WE DO THINK THAT IiT IS IN OUR INTEREST AS 
WELL AS YOURS TO A VOID A SITUATIONaWHERE THE FUNDAHEN- 
TALIST ELEMENTS GAIN AN UPPER HANDl^^lNTAFGHANISTAN. 


ioUR EFFORTS TO BRING PEACE AND STABILITY IN OUR AREA 
WOULD BE INCOMPLETE WITHOUT DIRECTLY ADDRESSING THE 
DANGER ARISING FROM PAKISTAN'S DETERMINED GUEST FOR NUCLEAR 
IWEAPONS. I AM DISTRESSED AT THE TENOR AND FOCUS OF 
LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS RECENTLY PROPOSED IN A COMMITTEE OF 
THE U.S. SENATE, I AM AFRAID THIS KIND OF APPROACH 
DISTORTS BASIC ISSUES# WITHOUT SERVING THE OBJECTIVE OF 
NUCLEAR NONtPROLIFERATION. I AM PARTICULARLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE LIKELY ADVERSE IMPACT OF SUCH UNFORTUNATE 

Amoves on our bilateral relations# which we are both com¬ 
mitted TO STRENGTHENING FURTHER. I AM ASKING AMBASSADOR 
dean to convey TO YOU SOME OF THESE CONCERNS. 

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE REGARDING THE IDEAS I HAD 
IpUT FORWARD ON A THREE-TIER APPROACH TO THE ISSUE OF 
NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION. I APPRECIATE THE THOUGHT YOU 
HAVE GIVEN TO THESE IDEAS. 
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Uhe basis of my approach is our commonly held objective 

ioF ELIMINATING NUCLEAR WEAPONS ALTOGETHER. THIS IS THE 
^OBJECTIVE OF THE GENEVA TALKS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE SOVIET UNION. THE TREATY WHICH YOU AND GENERAL 
SECRETARY GORBACHEV WILL BE SIGNING SHORTLY WILL BE 
:A TRUELY MOMENTOUS ONE/ AND AN HISTORIC FIRST STEP IN 
THIS DIRECTION. IT IS IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THIS OBJECTIVE 
THAT THE QUESTION OF NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION CAN BE 
BEST tackled ON A LONG-TERM AND DURABLE BASIS. 

THE APPROACH SUGGESTED BY ME IS A GLOBAL AND NOT A 
REGIONAL ONE. I HOPE THAT THE SUMMIT MEETING BETWEEN YOU/ 
MR. PRESIDENT/ AND GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV WILL 
REITERATE. YOUR COMMITMENT TO THE COMPLETE ELIMINATION 
IOF nuclear WEAPONS AND CALL FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF ALL 
NUCELAR WEAPON STATES AND ALL "NUCLEAR CAPABLE" STATES 
,IN A TIME-BOUND PROGRAMME FOR ACHIEVING THIS OBJECTIVE. 

iWITH WARM PERSONAL REGARDS, 

ar 

iyOURS SINCERELY/ 

RAJIV GANDHI 

i 

VhE HON'BLE RONALD REAGAN 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON 
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